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                      Dear brothers and sisters!  

 Today’s Gospel was about the prayer. Two Men were in the 
church and went home with different results of their prayers. The result of 
our prayers depends on how we understand it and do it. To know more 
about the prayer and to prayer better, we need to learn about it, to read 
about it and to practice it.  The Head of our Church brought a good and 
nice letter about the prayer. So here are fragments of his letter, so please 
read it and reflect on it. The full version of his letter you can find on: 
http://news.ugcc.ua/en 

 
PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

Having gathered at the Holy Synod in Briukhovychi near Lviv on 3-12 
September 2017, we, the bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, 
focused on the central aspect of the life of the Church, namely, prayer—
both persoal and communal prayer. We strive to share with you the fruit of 
our common spiritual reflections. 
 Although prayer is the natural consequence and manifestation of a person’s faith in God, 
nevertheless, one must learn to pray, constantly restoring and deepening their ability to communicate with 
God. The request of the disciples of Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1), is always of relevance to 
us, because our Lord Jesus Christ Himself is the main teacher of prayer. And today, we as a Church humbly 
approach Him and repeat the request of the disciples. In the modern world—which, on the one hand, offers 
a beautiful, unprecedented opportunity to humanity, and, on the other hand, presses on it with an avalanche 
of information and confuses with pseudo-values and ideologies—this request becomes of particular 
importance. 
 From the Gospel, we see that Christ teaches prayer primarily through His own life and example. His 
relation with the Father is manifested continuously, both in public affairs and in personal and intimate 
communication with Him. Preaching the Good News about the coming of the Kingdom of God, Jesus often 
invites His disciples to keep vigil and pray. The Divine Teacher also offers them a verbal example of prayer, 
the “Our Father,” which Christians from the first centuries to this day consider to be the most important and 
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most authoritative. In this prayer of Jesus to the Father, He reveals all truth (cf. Matthew 3:15) about God 
and man, because this prayer, from the mouth of the Lord Himself, reminds us that God is a loving Father 
who is close to people in all of their lives’ states, needs and difficulties, and it reminds us that a human 
person is a beloved child of God, called to fulfil the Lord’s plan, namely that His name be hallowed, that His 
kingdom come, and that His will be done (cf. Matthew 6:9-10). 
 A prerequisite for Christian prayer is our humility before God, the recognition of our inability to 
communicate with the Creator. In our liturgical services, we reveal this weakness to our God and humbly 
admit: “Teach us your statutes, because we do not know how to pray as we ought, unless you, Lord, guide 
us by your Holy Spirit” (Seventh Morning Prayer during Matins). And the Lord, in His mercy, gives us His 
Holy Spirit, who “searches the hearts of men,” “helps us in our weakness,” prays with us, and “intercedes for 
us according to the will of God,” as Saint Paul teaches us (cf. Romans 8:26–27). Therefore, every liturgical 
service and every conversation with God in prayer begins with calling upon the Holy Spirit. 
True Christian prayer implicates a meeting with the living God and establishing a personal relationship with 
Him. This may involve silently listening to the Word of God—which is especially needed during this time of 
informational noise and consumerist tumult—as well as praise and gratitude, humble supplication and 
repentance. Sincerity and authenticity are very important elements of this relationship. The personal prayer 
of a Christian is an encounter of a living, real person with a living God. Before the face of the Creator, a 
believing person does not deceive or does not put on masks because they do not doubt the kindness and 
unconditional love of the Lord God. 
 An intrinsic feature of Christian prayer is the openness of human person to the will of God and the 
willingness to accept it: “Teach me to do your will, for you are my God” (Psalm 142:10). Therefore, prayer 
should not be seen as a human endeavour to persuade God to fulfil our desires. Our sensitivity to the voice 
of God is much more important than our requests, because the Lord knows “what each needs even before 
they ask or are aware of it” (Fifth Evening Prayer during Vespers). 
A Christian is never alone in prayer, they are united with their brothers and sisters in Christ. According to the 
testimony of Christ, “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 
18:20), prayer is most complete in its communal dimension. Therefore, common family prayer is very 
important for Christian life and the Divine Liturgy is its summit and source. 
 Serving God is a dialogical act: the Lord blesses those who bless Him and sanctifies those who trust 
in Him (cf. Ambo Prayer of the Divine Liturgy). That is why the main liturgical service of the Church is called 
the “Eucharist” — thanksgiving for all that the Lord has done for us according to His great mercy. The purpose 
of the Eucharist is not only to change bread and wine, but above all to change us, to unite us with Christ. 
The ministry of the Eucharist is “for us,” so that “all of us, who share in this one bread and cup, with one 
another” may be united “into the communion of the one Holy Spirit” (Epiclesis of the Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great). Through the Holy Eucharist, “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit” are present in this world. Through the Eucharist, the Church becomes a 
sacrament of salvation of the world and at the same time is the forerunner of “life of the world to come.” 
Prayer is the cooperation of man with God, and therefore it is inextricably linked with the responsibility of 
each person for their own life, for the life of the Church, and for the whole world. Every Christian who, with 
an open heart, appeals to the Giver of his life and the Lord in prayer, is called in the same way to build the 
Church with his own life, and to spread in the world God’s salvific action. We must remember the words of 
the Apostle James: “Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead” (James 2:17). If our personal and communal 
prayer is a manifestation of faith, it must, therefore, be reflected in good deeds, in the ministry of service 
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(diakonia) in the Church and in society. Then all of life will be a lasting glorification of God through deeds, 
words, thoughts, intentions, and efforts. 
 It should be remembered that the cradle and the first school of prayer is the Christian family, which 
we traditionally call the domestic Church. Therefore, we express our sincere gratitude to our parents and 
grandparents from whom children and grandchildren hear the words of prayer for the first time in their lives 
and learn to utter these words of prayer with due attention and awe. Such prayer often establishes the 
foundation for the Christian upbringing of a child, as well as the beginning of his or her gradual growth in 
faith and virtues. We call upon all Christian families to continue to diligently foster family prayer, both in the 
morning and in the evening, and with prayer on their lips to begin work and thank God for their daily bread 
during meals. 
 At the same time, we encourage parents, as well as catechists and clergy, to pay significant attention 
to educating children in prayer, using the rich spiritual heritage of our liturgical tradition when teaching the 
Christian faith in catechetical schools, in sermons, and during retreats, especially focusing on the liturgical 
texts in which the Church expresses its faith and the saints share their experience of prayer. 
 
EPISTLE READERS :-        January 21st    -   Alex Zimrose 
                                             January 28th   -    Megan Morant 
                                             
USHERS & GREETERS:    Jan 21 – 28th  -   Gus & Pearl Groen 
                                             Feb. 4 – 11th   -  Merv & Cathy Cherewyk 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tatsa counters: - Parishioners willing to help count/process the Sunday envelopes, please contact 
Linda Labay 204-832-6905. 
                                         
Church Custodians  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 DONATIONS – God bless you for supporting your parish Sunday collection offerings January 14, 
2018 - $1285.00 

 
DIVINE LITURGY REQUESTS 

 
 

Time Feast or Intention, requested by 

21st Jan. Sunday 10:00 AM All parishioners   

22nd Jan. Monday 10:00 AM + Mildred Kalyniuk  offered by UCWLC 

23rd Jan. Tuesday   9:20 AM  +Emily Sawchuk    offered by UCWLC 

24thJan. Wed.   6:30 PM  

25thJan. Thursday  10:00 AM  

26thJan. Friday 10:00 AM +Pearl Genik          offered by UCWLC 

27th Jan.  Saturday   6:30 PM   
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NOTE:  All the 10:00 am Divine Liturgies scheduled on the calendar are all open for your intention requests. 
If you would like to request please contact the office and book your preferred date. These names will be 
published in the bulletin the following week 
 

The parish renewal committee  

Our first activity planned will be a one day per month prayer vigil, starting Jan. 30/18 
following the 10:00 o’clock DIVINE LITURGY .                                                                                               
 The prayer vigil will be for the intention of the spiritual renewal of our parish.                                   
The prayer vigil will request participants to attend the church for prayer in 30 or 60 minute 
increments any time between 11:00  until 17:00 (5 p.m.). 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS – CALL AND VISIT - our many parishioners that are ill or 
experiencing various challenges in life. Remember: If anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home 

or in the hospital or nursing home please contact the parish office or Fr. Ihor            
directly, at the numbers given above, and we will be happy to visit.   

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
 Happy New Year. Welcome to the start of 2018. This month we have several functins. Our first 
pancake breakfast for 2018 on January 21 after Divine Liturgy. We have only one coffee house this 
month on January 28, 2018. We have our first monthly Perogy Supper for 2018 on Friday Jan. 26 
starting @4:30 pm. We are looking for assistance to get everything ready for Friday  with peeling of 
potatoes on Monday Jan. 22, starting @6:30pm. All are welcome to come down and enjoy our first 
pancake breakfast, coffee house, and perogy supper for 2018 with fellow parishioners and friends. 
Submitted by Andrew Labay Grand Knight 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY –     Nadiya Khrustarki & Pylyp Yersak 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:-     

_____________________________________________________________________________________                                       

SANCTUARY LIGHT 
This WEEK                        INTENTION                              OFFERED  
Sanctuary Light burns eternally to indicate the presence of the Holy Eucharist in the tabernacle.                                      

Winter Clothing Drive  
In speaking to the staff at Siloam Mission, we learned that donations are mostly for women’s clothes, 
however, most of the clients are men. Please dig deep in your closets and look for men’s pants, shirts, coats, 
shoes and boots. Also, warm socks are a necessity during the winter months, so consider donating 1–2 
pairs. Imagine if every parishioner gave a pair of socks – we could ensure 100 pair of warm feet. As always, 
donations are collected at the back of the church in the boxes labelled “Winter Clothing Collection”. Thank 
you and bless you for your generosity. 
._______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2018 Youth Winter Games             
Schedule 

Bowling: Saturday, Jan 20, 2018 Rossmere Lanes, 1042 Henderson Hwy.,  

Registration 3:30pm, bowling and prizes 4:00-6:00pm 

Participants must rent bowling shoes 

Curling: Saturday, Feb 3, 2018 Elmwood Curling Club, 300 Brazier St., 

  ADVANCED RSVP REQUIRED PRIOR TO FEB 3, 2018 

Registration 4:00pm., curling and snacks 4:30-6:30pm.  

Brooms provided, Clean indoor shoes allowed on 

ice.Snowshoeing/Broomball: : Saturday, Feb 17, 2018 at Immaculate Conception 

 In Cooks Creek. Full details to follow                                                              

Mini-Olympics: Saturday, March 17, 2018, Immaculate Heart School, 650 Flora 

Ave 

  Registration 2:30pm., games and snacks 3:00-5:30 pm 

  Clean indoor shoes required 

 

BISHOP VELYCHKOVSKY PILGRIMAGE TO UKRAINE:- 

   A spiritual journey following a martyr’s life     

July 8 – 28, 2018 We will walk in the footsteps of 

Blessed Vasyl – visitng the sites where he lived, 

worked and suffered. Pilgrimage includes:- Lviv, 

Ternopoil, Ivan-Frankivsk, Karnianetz,Podilsky,Kyiv, 

Zarvanytsia (participating in the weekend vidpust) 

and other points of interest including Carpathian 

Mountains, Kolomeya, villages and an orphanage. 

Cost: $4500.00 CDN (includesairfare from 

Winnipeg, meals, accommodations and travel 

throughout Ukraine) Deadline for registration: 

March 1, 2018 (limited to 17 pilgrims). 

For more information please contact Mary Jane Kalenchuk or Fr. 

John Sianchuk S.Ss.R. 204-338-7321. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 The Redemptorist Young Adult Ministry office, in collaboration with St. Joseph’s 

Ukrainian Catholic Parish is hosting an event called Table for Two.  

Approximately 20 young couples, married or engaged, are invited to come and enjoy a 

catered, 3 course meal, followed by a presentation on the sacrament of marriage. With 

each course they are given discussion questions to help them share their feelings about 

themselves, their beloved, or their relationship. After the meal, a presentation is given. 

The whole evening is organized to encourage these couples in their relationship. We 

want to support young adults to grow in their faith and be inspired towards leadership 

in their churches and local communities. This event will be taking place on Saturday 

February 17th, 2018. 

 I have attached two graphics to help promote this event, one is a small black and 

white piece that can go directly into a bulletin and there is a poster to be displayed in 

the parish as well. I am extremely grateful for your support in promoting this beautiful 

evening. If there is anything else that you will need, or questions you may have, please, 

do not hesitate to contact myself, Liz Artymko. I can be reached at 

rymcssr@gmail.com or (431) 999-8969 

___________________________________________________________ 

 Reminder: 

Potato peeling Monday January 22, 2018  

Our perogy bee is Wed. Jan. 24th. 

If you are able please come out to help.                                                                                      

THE PEROGY CREW  

______________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting for January was changed to Monday, January 22/18 for this month only. This was 

a miscalculation of the date on my part and I apologize for the error. We will return to having 

the regular monthly meetings every third Monday of the month beginning on February 19.

 March 4/18 is our annual meeting and all reports should be submitted to the Parish 

office by the 15 of February. 

 To help the nominating committee, a sheet will be distributed for your assistance in 
submitting your name or someone you know that would be willing to take on an executive 
position on the parish council.  Place your suggestion in the box at the entrance to the church. 
Rose 
President, Parish Council 
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