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Wake Up and Come Home: Homily on the Prodigal Son, the 
Elder Brother, and the Forgiving Father 

 
Family relationships shape us all profoundly.  Our sense of what it means 
to love and to be loved, of how we should treat others and what we should 
expect from others, is shaped by our relationships with those who cared 
for and guided us in our formative years, as well as by those with whom 
we share our lives today.  For good, bad, or somewhere in between, our 
family members are part of who we are. 
 It is not surprising, then, that the Lord told a story about a father 
with two sons in today’s gospel lesson.  The Church calls today the Sunday 
of the Prodigal Son in order to help us see more clearly who we are in 
relation to our Heavenly Father as we prepare for Lent.  For no matter how 
far we have run away from our identity as the beloved children of God, He 
desires our restoration.  He runs to greet the repentant sinner and 
welcomes us back into the family. 
 Certainly no one in that time and place would have expected the father in the story to do anything 
like that.  Even the prodigal son himself asked only to become a servant in his father’s house, for he knew 
what he had done by asking for his inheritance.  He had basically told his father that he meant nothing to 

him but a source of money.  And since the old man would not hurry up 
and die, he wanted his inheritance so that he could have nothing more 
to do with him ever again.  Perhaps the father knew that the son needed 
to learn from the consequences of his tragic mistakes. So he gave him 
the money, which the son quickly wasted in partying and immorality.  
Soon no one treated him like a son, but instead like a lowly servant so 
miserable that he would have happily eaten the slop fed to the pigs.   

 Perhaps we cannot imagine something like that happening to us, but we must be careful not to 
minimize the gravity of even what appear to be small sins.  For the more comfortable that we get in choosing 
ourselves over God and neighbor, the less attuned we will be to how what we say, think, and do every day 
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weakens us in our ability to live faithfully. The subtle temptations are often the most dangerous.  We can ruin 
any human relationship through a settled habit of self-centeredness or thoughtlessness, no matter how 
insignificant and ordinary our words and deeds may seem.  The same is true in our relationship with the 
Lord. 
   When we do that, we essentially ask for our inheritance and then use God’s blessings however we 
please.  We end up living as though God were dead, as though He were no longer our Father and we were 
no longer His children. If it is not clear that our passions put us all at risk for such an outcome, then we 
desperately need the spiritual disciplines of Lent to help us come to our senses.  If we do not recognize 
ourselves in the prodigal son, then we really need to wake up and put ourselves in the place where we can 
begin the journey home to the Father.   Otherwise, we will end up in a pig sty of one kind or another, enslaved 
to our sins and with no dignity or holy joy. 

There is another character in the parable for us to consider also.  The elder 
brother refused to join in the celebration for his brother’s return.  He complained 
that the father had never thrown a big party for him, even though he had always 
obeyed him. When the father referred to the prodigal as “your brother,” the elder 
brother would only call him “this son of yours.”  Apparently, he no longer viewed 
him as a brother. 
 Both the prodigal and the elder brother needed to be reconciled with their 
father.  The same is true of each and every one of us this Lent.  We will gain the 
spiritual strength to do so through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and other spiritual 
disciplines.  These are tools to help us come to ourselves, to wake us up and 
lead us back to a right relationship with our Heavenly Father.  No matter whether 
we identify more with the older or the younger son, our Lord’s calling to us is 
essentially the same: Come home and join in the great celebration of the 

Heavenly Kingdom.    https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/2016/02/27/775/ 

 

DIVINE LITURGY REQUESTS 

 
 

Time Feast or Intention, requested by 

28tht Jan. Sunday 10:00 AM All parishioners   

29th Jan. Monday 10:00 AM One yr.Liturgy for +soul of Wallace Darichuk offered by 
Veronica Darichuk 

30th Jan. Tuesday   9:20 AM  +Soul of Anna Labay    offered by UCWLC 

31srJan. Wed.   6:30 PM Health of Mary Turko  (90-th birthday) 

1st   Feb. Thursday  10:00 AM +Soul of Wallace Darichuk offered by UCWLC 

2nd  Feb. Friday 10:00 AM Health of Jennie Nykoliation offered by Phyllis Kohanchuk 

3rd  Feb.  Saturday   9:15 AM   +Soul of Anne Soltys offered by Helen Kristalovich 

4th Feb. Sunday 10:00 AM All parishioners   

NOTE:  All the 10:00 am Divine Liturgies scheduled on the calendar are all open for your intention requests. 
If you would like to request please contact the office and book your preferred date. These names will be 
published in the bulletin the following week 
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EPISTLE READERS :-        January 28th   -    Megan Morant 
                                             
USHERS & GREETERS:    Feb. 4 – 11th   -  Merv & Cathy Cherewyk 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tatsa counters: Tatza counters for February are Linda Gardner, Auriel & Orest Kulchyski  
 Parishioners willing to help count/process the Sunday envelopes, please contact                  
Linda Labay 204-832-6905. 
                                         
Church Cleaning for February 2018:- Maryanne Siwicki, Johanna Pitura & Phyllis Kohanchuk 
Please feel free to volunteer a few hours a week for one month of this 2018 year to enhance our 
church interior. Choose the month which will be convenient for you and your family. Book early to 
avoid disappointment. I hope I don’t have to wait too long for your call. 
Sonia Wawryk       204-831-0904 
Church Cleaning Chair 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 DONATIONS – God bless you for supporting your parish Sunday collection offerings January 21st 
2018  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS – CALL AND VISIT - our many parishioners that are ill or 
experiencing various challenges in life. Remember: If anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home 

or in the hospital or nursing home please contact the parish office or Fr. Ihor            
directly, at the numbers given above, and we will be happy to visit.   

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
This month we have several  functions, our regular council meeting on February 1, 2018 starting @ 6:45 pm 
with Mass. Our pancake breakfast on February 11, 2018 after Divine liturgy. We have coffee houses on 
February 4, 18, & 25. We have our monthly Perogy Supper on Friday February 24, 2017 starting @ 4:00 
pm. We are looking for assistance to get everything ready for Friday with peeling of potatoes on Monday 
February 20, 2017 starting @ 6:00 pm.  All are welcome to come down an enjoy our pancake breakfast, 
coffee houses, and perogy supper and visit with fellow parishioners and friends. 

Submitted by Andrew Labay Grand Knight 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The parish renewal committee 
Our first activity planned will be a one day per month prayer vigil, starting Jan. 30/18 following the 
10:00 o’clock DIVINE LITURGY .    
The prayer vigil will be for the intention of the spiritual renewal of our parish.                                   
The prayer vigil will request participants to attend the church for prayer in 30 or 60 minute 
increments any time between 11:00 until 17:00 (5 p.m.). 
______________________________________________________________  
Envelopes for offering for Sorokousty for the deceased are at the back of the church. 
Please complete accompanied with $20.00 for each family offering. These envelopes may be dropped in the 
Tatsa basket or brought to the office  request. 
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Saint Basil’s Travelling Icon of the Blessed Mother of Pochaiv 
 
She will reside in the home of the following Parishioners 
                 Veronica Darichuk      January 28th – February 3rd 
                 Dankewich Family       February 4 –  February 10th 
                 Jean Derhak                 February 11th – 17th 
 
It is suggested  that when you first install the Icon into your home, you say the following prayer. 
 All Holy, most blessed and glorious Mother of God! We come to you today. We turn ourselves to you 
and petition you. Hear us! We believe and acknowledge that you are the wondrous Guardian of all 
persecuted and unfortunate. That is why we place our hope in you. More than once have you showed in 
your kindness. Please show us once again. 
 Open the sweetest Heart of your Son and our God. Intercede for forgiveness of our sins. Help us in 
spiritual and materiall needs, and, for the families who so graciously welcome your icon, give them your 
graces. 
 Mother most good, cover our church and our Ukrainian people with your mantle. Help our brothers 
in Ukraine in their suffering. Give them strength in their fight with atheist enemies, be consoling and 
unfailingly firm in their harassment and shield them in their misery. 
 Be for them and us All-Merciful Guardian and let us praise you openly and freely together with them. 
Oh Virgin, among all virgins, and your Son, our God, Jesus. Let there be glory, honor and adoration now, 
always, and forever. AMEN. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MNOHAYA LITA  -  GOD’S BLESSINGS FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF LOVE & HAPPINESS  
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY –  James & Wilma Bamburak               Feb. 3/73   45 years   

                                                                                                             Ivan-Pavlo Shved – Feb.3rd 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:-         Roxy Melnyk                  January 29th       Elizabeth Hotel   - Feb. 3rd 

                                           Mary Illnisky-Zimrose   January 29th    Brenda Morant – Feb. 3rd 

_____________________________________________________________________________________                                       

SANCTUARY LIGHT 
This WEEK                                                        INTENTION                              OFFERED  
 
January 28th – February 3rd                   +Soul of Wallace Darichuk            Veronica Darichuk  
 
Sanctuary Light burns eternally to indicate the presence of the Holy Eucharist in the tabernacle.                                      

BLESSING OF YOUR HOME 

We have placed a sign up sheet at the back of the church to record your name, address, 

phone no and date on which you would prefer to have Fr. Ihor visit your home. He will 

be sure to accommodate your 
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2018 Youth Winter Games 

Schedule 

 Curling:      Saturday, Feb 10th at the Elmwood Curling Club, 300 Brazier St. 

  *ADVANCE RSVP REQUIRED PRIOR TO FEB 3rd (contact Wanda at 204-889-4351)   
  -Registration 4:00pm          
   -Curling and snacks 4:30-6:30pm.  
  -Brooms provided   
  -Clean indoor shoes allowed on ice 
 

Snowshoeing/Broomball: Saturday, Feb 17th at Immaculate Conception in Cooks Creek 

      Full details to follow  
 

Mini-Olympics:  Saturday, March 17th at Immaculate Heart School, 650 Flora Ave. 

    -Registration 2:30pm.   
    - Games and snacks 3:00-5:30 pm  
    -Clean indoor shoes required  
 

Indoor Soccer:     Saturday, April 14th at the Seven Oaks Soccer Plex, 725 Kingsbury Ave. 

    -Registration 2:30pm.    
    -Soccer and snacks 3:00-5:00pm  
    -Clean indoor runners required  
 

Windup:     Saturday April 28th at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, 250 Jefferson Ave. 

       -Food, Music, Games and Awards 6:00-10:00pm 

Youth of all ages are invited and admission is free. Come out and 

meet youth from parishes all across Winnipeg. 
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*    *    * 

St. Basil’s continues to collect warm winter 

wear for Winnipeggers in need. Our current 

challenge is to provide socks for everyone at the 

Lighthouse Mission downtown. Give with your heart, and let’s fill the 

donation box at the back of the church. God Bless you. 

________________________________________________________ 

 

BISHOP VELYCHKOVSKY PILGRIMAGE TO UKRAINE:- 

   A spiritual journey following a martyr’s life     

July 8 – 28, 2018 We will walk in the footsteps of 

Blessed Vasyl – visitng the sites where he lived, 

worked and suffered. Pilgrimage includes:- Lviv, 

Ternopoil, Ivan-Frankivsk, Karnianetz,Podilsky,Kyiv, 

Zarvanytsia (participating in the weekend vidpust) 

and other points of interest including Carpathian 

Mountains, Kolomeya, villages and an orphanage. 

Cost: $4500.00 CDN (includesairfare from 

Winnipeg, meals, accommodations and travel 

throughout Ukraine) Deadline for registration: 

March 1, 2018 (limited to 17 pilgrims). 

For more information please contact Mary Jane Kalenchuk or Fr. 

John Sianchuk S.Ss.R. 204-338-7321. 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 The Redemptorist Young Adult Ministry office, in collaboration with St. Joseph’s 

Ukrainian Catholic Parish is hosting an event called Table for Two.  

Approximately 20 young couples, married or engaged, are invited to come and enjoy a 

catered, 3 course meal, followed by a presentation on the sacrament of marriage. With 

each course they are given discussion questions to help them share their feelings about 

themselves, their beloved, or their relationship. After the meal, a presentation is given. 

The whole evening is organized to encourage these couples in their relationship. We 

want to support young adults to grow in their faith and be inspired towards leadership 
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in their churches and local communities. This event will be taking place on Saturday 

February 17th, 2018. 

 I have attached two graphics to help promote this event, one is a small black and 

white piece that can go directly into a bulletin and there is a poster to be displayed in 

the parish as well. I am extremely grateful for your support in promoting this beautiful 

evening. If there is anything else that you will need, or questions you may have, please, 

do not hesitate to contact myself, Liz Artymko. I can be reached at 

rymcssr@gmail.com or (431) 999-8969 

_____________________________________________________________________  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

LENTEN RETREAT 
                                 Hosted  St. Nicholas U.C.W.L.C. 

Saturday, February 17th, 2018 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church         

Bannerman and Arlington 
                                “Lighten the Load This Lent” 

Presented By: 

                        Sister Darleane Pelechaty, SSMI 

Registration at 9:00 am – 9:20 am 
           $5.00 per person, bring a bagged lunch, coffee provided. 

Retreat will include Divine Liturgy at 2:00, preceded by Confessions. 

 “All Ladies Welcome” 

Contact Shirley Erstelle for more information 204-339-3837 

 

ANNUAL SCHOOL TEA 

Immaculate Heart of Mary School 

Sunday February 4, 2018 

1:30 PM to 4:00 

650 Flora Avenue, Winnipeg,MB 

Honouring the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada  

The Tea will be opened by: 

Sophie Manulak, UCWLC President, 

Archeparchy of Winnipeg Executive 

BAKE SALE, RAFFLES, DISPLAY 
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PARISH COUNCIL  

We will return to having the regular monthly meetings every third Monday of the month 

beginning on February 19. March 4/18 is our annual meeting and all reports should be 

submitted to the Parish office by the 15 of February. 

 To help the nominating committee, a sheet will be distributed for your assistance in 

submitting your name or someone you know that would be willing to take on an executive 

position on the parish council.  Place your suggestion in the box at the entrance to the church. 

Rose 

President, Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
UKRAINIAN CLUB FOR ADULTS 

Ukrainian language, Ukrainian spirit, Ukrainian culture, 

Ukrainian life, Ukrainian history, Ukrainian news, Ukrainian 

Church life, Ukrainian songs, and a taste of Ukrainian food… 

Once per month on Sunday after a pancake breakfast starting 

from January 2018. It can be in Ukrainian with some 

translations in English or it can be in English with some 

translations in Ukrainian (we can discuss the language and time).  

All are welcome! Please, write on my e-mail, if you are interested in attending: 

lesiauhryn@gmail.com 

 

UKRAINIAN FOR CHILDREN  

Ukrainian for children, who would like to learn the 

basics of the language and to practice it by singing, 

memorizing, listening, watching Ukrainian videos and 

playing games!!!  

It starts from January. All are welcome!!!  

To register and to discuss the details, please, write: 

lesiauhryn@gmail.com 
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