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                  Ukrainian Catholic Parish          Парафія УГКЦ 
202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB   R3J 3H3 

Parish Office: 204-837-4180       Parish Hall: 204-889-9057 
Parish Office Email Address:      parish@saintbasilwpg.ca 

Rev. Fr. Ihor Shved          о. Ігор Швед 

Phones:   Cell: 431-996-2343         Home; 204-889-2083 

Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com 
 

On the icon Christ, in the center, 
is wearing shining white 
garments and is within a 
mandorla. He is holding the 
hands of Adam and Eve and 
raising them from death, into 
which they were brought by 
their erroneous choice in 
Paradise. With this action, which 
is dynamic (we might almost say 
explosive) our attention immediately focuses on the central 
meaning of the scene: “and raising Adam up with Himself”, 
the Salvation of humankind. It is significant that both are 
emerging from tombs. To the left and right of Christ stand 

people who had lived on earth before Him. All turn to Him in expectation of their salvation. 

 

Christ is Risen! Indeed he is Risen!  
 Dear brothers and sisters 

Easter is a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Jesus is our Pascha, our 
transition from a slavery of sin to a freedom of the God’s 
children, from death to life. May our whole life will be           
filled with this truth: 
“This is a day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  
                                                                                                                          Fr.Ihor 

 

        SAINT BASIL the GREAT 

                  СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ ВЕЛИКОГО 

 
 

SUNDAY LITURGY 

10:00 a.m. (Rosary at 9:30 am) 

Office Hours (Mon-Wed-Fri) 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

CONFESSIONS 

Before Divine Liturgies 

BAPTISIMS 

By appointment 

FUNERALS 

By arrangement 

MARRIAGES 

By appointment at least six months in advance 

WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca 

PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS: 

parish@saintbasilwpg.ca 

 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: 

bulletin@saintbasilwpg.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ukrainian icon of the descent to hell 
from the 15th century 
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2018 EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Though You went down to the grave, O immortal Lord, You destroyed the power of Hades and rose 
victorious, Christ our God. You who said "Rejoice" to the myrrh-bearing women; give peace to Your 

apostles and offer resurrection to the fallen. (Easter Sunday Kondak) 

 Every human person longs for eternal life. Everything about how we live our daily lives 
points to how each of us was created for so much more than what we might encounter in our 
routine, and at times not-so routine, lives. After receiving so much, we still have an infinite 
desire for our infinite God. My soul is consumed with longing for your ordinances at all 
times. (Ps. 119:20) When we pause to reflect on this yearning in our hearts, we find this 
common, natural mystery uniting all of humanity. Indeed, salvation is both personal and 
communal - for each of us and for all of us. 
 At the same time, there are also forces that do not unite all of humanity. We witness 
both subtle and bold acts of greed, coercion and selfish hearts harboring unspeakable thoughts 
that lead to horrible results all around us. The danger to human dignity with assisted suicide 
laws in Canada or the war that continues in Ukraine are but two examples. Division and 
destruction lead us to ask, "How can people give into such temptation and have such little 
regard for human dignity?" 
 Jesus Christ gives meaning to all things. As missionary disciples, we are challenged to 
share this meaningfulness with others as individuals, as families and as parishes. By recognizing 
our own sinfulness and God's forgiveness, we must say there is more to life than just the 
earthly existence of suffering when people wish to kill themselves owing to depression or 
chronic illness. We must show them hope. We are called to be signs of human dignity as we 
accompany others in their struggles to be better people, to be more like Christ, offering 
compassion and mercy in our common pursuit of the Truth, the person Jesus. The confusion of 
morals and values in society is a turbulent sea when we consider gender identity issues, suicide 
versus palliative care and letting one die, or being forced to agree to abortion if you apply for 
federal assistance for summer employment. What is needed is a harbour of trust, humility, 
patience and love that should be found in our vibrant parishes. Care for the body and soul of 
every person according to gospel values is what we must offer others. This is the fruit of 
internalizing the scripture, of partaking in the sacraments of the church, the fruit of common 
prayer, the fruit of service and charitable works. 
 Thus, meaningfulness in Christ is what gives purpose to life. He is present to us in all we 
experience. He is with us! We are invited to encounter Christ and then be a sign of hope to 
others so that together we proclaim, "Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, 
and to those in the tombs giving life!" May Christ who dwells in our hearts, in our families and 
in our vibrant parishes, give life to all. On this Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we pray that God's love fills your heart and, through you, the hearts of all. 
                                                    Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
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EASTER 2018 PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE, PATRIARCH SVIATOSLAV 

Christ is Risen! 
 David, ancestor of the Lord, danced and made music before the Ark, 
which was only a symbol. As God's holy people let us witness the symbol 
fulfilled, And rejoice in spirit, for Christ, being almighty, is risen. 
                                                                                                 Paschal Canon, Ode 4 

Beloved in Christ! 
Today in all of Ukraine and in our settlements abroad Christians are 
filled with an inexpressible joy. From the moment we first hear our 
traditional Easter greeting "Christ is risen!" in each one of us, from the 

youngest to the oldest, our soul undergoes a profound change. We feel how all life's problems 
and challenges disappear, how all cares and sorrows are washed away "as wax melts before 
the fire." This joy is the fruit of the Holy Spirit and a true sign, that the risen Lord is present in 
our hearts. 
David, ancestor of the Lord, danced and made music before the Ark, which was only a symbol. 
In the sixth chapter of the second book of Samuel, we read how King David at the beginning of 
his reign arranged for the transfer of the Ark of the Covenant to his capital, Jerusalem. In this 
relic were contained the tablets of Divine Law, received by Moses: they were the most precious 
possession of Israel. The Ark was a guaranty of invincibility for the people of the Old 
Testament, of strength for the king. For this reason, David greets it with great joy, with dance. 
This presence of God in the midst of His people and their sense of duty to live according to the 
Lord's commandments will later allow the Psalmist to say: "Light dawns for the righteous, and 
joy for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to His holy 
name!" (Ps. 97:11-12). 
Our Paschal Matins see in the behavior of the king an image of our paschal joy today. And 
while the Ark-symbol was lost in the time of the Babylonian onslaught in the VI century B.C., 
the risen Lord is eternally present in our midst: "And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age" (Mt 28:20). This is no symbol or prediction of some unsure or unreachable future. 
Christ Himself, who rose from the dead, comes to us, His disciples, as a source of our strength 
and victory over evil. In the Resurrection, in the news of His victory over death is found the 
summit of our joy and the fulfillment of all prophecies and human aspirations. 
In the Resurrection, in the news of His victory over death is found the summit of our joy and 
the fulfillment of all prophecies and human aspirations. 
To rejoice in God is to allow the victory of the risen Lord to penetrate my heart, to be fulfilled 
in my personal life. This is not merely some temporary feeling, but real participation and 
communion in Christ's Resurrection. Saint Paul wrote: "For if we have been united with Him in 
a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His" (Rom 6:5). To 
celebrate Pascha is to rise together with Christ, to triumph in Him and with Him. Thus, our joy 
in Him and with Him is no passing emotion, but the permanent state of one who lives in the 
faith of the risen Lord. 
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As God's holy people let us witness the symbol fulfilled… 
In today's world people do not know how to rejoice-they find happiness in possessions, but 
largely cry over that which they would like to have but do not possess. Today there in an entire 
amusement industry that "sells joy," suggests that you "buy happiness" in the form of empty 
and short-term distractions, compulsions, or narcotics, promises quick satisfaction without 
responsibility, seeks to entice through an escape into virtual realities or the acquisition of 
temporal riches. 
To celebrate Pascha is to rise together with Christ, to triumph in Him and with Him. 
A person seeks happiness but cannot find it in those things. For joy is not possible without God. 
Happiness without God is an illusion which quickly dissipates. It is a dependency that 
simultaneously enslaves and saps one of strength. 
How often in today's society we find irresponsible politicians, newfound messiahs, in the role 
of "purveyors of joy." With empty slogans they appeal to the lowest of human desires. At the 
price of the blood and tears of innocent victims, or even entire nations, they promise 
happiness "for the chosen" who belong to their "world" which they artificially designed, and 
count on the fact that in the face of their lawlessness, "in all tongues"-here we paraphrase our 
great Kobzar- Shevchenko, all will be silent. But such joy is built on the sand of idols, falsehood, 
and violence, and thus, sooner or later, it will collapse under its own weight. 
We, on the other hand, are called to build our happiness and our joy as a community of 
children of God. It isn't easy to live in the joy of the Lord, especially in today's circumstances. 
We often ask ourselves: How can be rejoice today? Why are we suffering? Why is this 
happening to us? Is there any sense to our struggles, the blood and suffering, the deaths and 
devastation? Without the mystery of Christ's Pascha, these questions remain unanswered. For 
the risen Christ Himself opens up for us the meaning of human suffering-transforming it in our 
paschal journey into joy in the Lord. St. Maximus the Confessor wrote: "If God suffers in the 
flesh when He is made man, should we not rejoice when we suffer, for we have God to share 
our sufferings? This shared suffering confers the kingdom on us. For he spoke truly who said, ‘If 
we suffer with Him, then we shall also be glorified with Him' (Rom. 8:17)." The suffering and 
risen Lord is present in each person who undergoes suffering till the end of the world-in each 
human hurt, in each spilt tear and drop of blood-and He draws us into His Resurrection, grant 
us joy therein. The one who suffers in the name of love of God and neighbor, that person 
knows how to be glad in God, how to rejoice with the authentic and eternal joy of the Risen 
One. 
Happiness without God is an illusion which quickly dissipates. It is a dependency that 
simultaneously enslaves and saps one of strength. 
And rejoice in spirit, for Christ, being almighty, is risen. 
Therefore, let us view our personal, family, community, and national sufferings in light of our 
paschal journey led by the risen Christ, in light of our transformation into joy, our movement 
towards hope on this lightsome day, made by the Almighty. The Lord's Pascha opens up for our 
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people the truth that through our struggle we enter into His joy. Our love for the Fatherland, 
which calls us to self-sacrifice in the name of its freedom and independence is, indeed, a path 
to Resurrection. Our invincible spirit bears witness before the world that one need not be 
fearful before deadly falsehood and violence, for "Christ is risen, being almighty!" 
Today the Lord Himself gladdens us, changing our sorrow into joy, as it was for the myrrh-
bearing women. They went to the Lord's tomb crying and returned filled with authentic joy in 
God. They went in the darkness of hopelessness and received the light of the Risen One and 
proclaimed to the Apostles and the entire world that Christ was truly risen. May we be 
transformed by this "miracle above all miracles," and through us-our society and land, 
wherever we may live. 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! May the victory of Jesus Christ over death and evil dispel 
our doubts and renew hope and joy in our hearts. To all of you, in Ukraine and throughout the 
world, I send you my heartfelt greeting together with sincere prayers. To all the soldiers and 
their families, to all refugees, all who lament on the occupied territories and in the Crimea, all 
captives and prisoners for the sake of their conscience and love for Ukraine, to all the sick and 
suffering, to those who labor abroad, I wish all of you divine joy above all! I send you my 
sincere wishes for a blessed Easter feast, a tasty sharing of our traditional blessed egg, and a 
Paschal joy that is full of light. 
 The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Christ is risen! - Truly, He is risen!                                         + SVIATOSLAV 

 
Holy Week Schedule 

 
 

Time Feast or Intention, requested by 

1st Apr. Sunday 8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

Resurrection Matins with an outside procession 
Divine Liturgy for all parishioners   

2ndApr. Monday 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy for +Rose Swidinsky offered by Dorothy 
Labay and Natalia Hotel 

3ndApr. Tuesday 11:30 AM 
7:00 PM 

Funeral of Anna Kumka  
Catechism Nasha Pascha for Adults 

4th Apr. Wed. 7:00 PM    Divine Liturgy for +Rose Swidinsky offered by Gwen 
Dankewich 

5th Apr. Thursday 6:45 PM Divine Liturgy for +Rose Swidinsky offered by Rudy 
and Mary Hadubiak 

6th Apr. Friday 11:00 AM  Divine Liturgy for +Rose Swidinsky offered by David 
and Shily Shwaluk 

7st Apr.  Saturday 11:30 AM  Divine Liturgy for +Rose Swidinsky offered by family  

8th Apr. Sunday 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy for all parishioners   



                                                                                                                                            1st April, 2018 
 

6 
 

NOTE:  All the 10:00 am Divine Liturgies scheduled on the calendar are all open for your intention requests. 
If you would like to request please contact the office and book your preferred date. These names will be 

published in the bulletin the following week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

MNOHAYA LITA - GOD’S BLESSINGS FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF LOVE & HAPPINESS  
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY – To anyone that is not registered with the Parish  

God’s Blessings for your Happiest Birthday 
          April 5th – Donna Olynyk 

   April 7th – Nicholas Prychitko 

         Sophia andriniuk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

                                              
   

EPISTLE READERS 

April 1 – Martin Nechwediuk 

April 8 – Caelan Gurdibanuik 

 

         USHERS & GREETERS          

April 1 – Tony Sklar, Nick Labay 

April 8 – Tony Sklar, Nick Labay 

 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 

Sanctuary Light burns eternally to indicate the 

presence of the Holy Eucharist in the tabernacle. 

This WEEK April 1st – 8th      

INTENTION           WALTER GABAY  

OFFERED by ELSE GABAY 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS – CALL AND VISIT                                                                           

Our many parishioners that are ill or experiencing various challenges in life.                    

Remember: If anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home or in the hospital or nursing 

home please contact the parish office or Fr. Ihor directly, at the numbers given above, and we           

will be happy to visit. 

 

Tatsa counters: Parishioners willing to help count/process the Sunday envelopes, please 

contact Linda Labay 204-832-6905.   Tatsa counters for the month of April are Rose Olynyk, 

Lorraine Lysak and Tony Sklar.                                                                                                  

DONATIONS – God bless you for supporting your parish Sunday collection for                     

March 25th, 2018 was   $ 

 Why Are Prayers Said In Church Without Kneeling On All Sundays and From Pascha Until Pentecost? 

627. Standing  as  a  posture  of  prayer  of  the  Christian  is  an  expression  of  spiritual attentiveness 

and readiness to do God’s will, as we hear in the exclamation: “Wisdom! Stand aright!” Our standing 

before the Lord is a sign of our participation in the resurrection. According to the words of  Tertullian,  

“we  count  fasting  or  kneeling  in  worship  on  the  Lord’s  Day  to  be  unlawful.  We rejoice  in  the  

same  privilege  also  from  Pas-cha [Easter] to Pentecost.” (Tertullian, On the Crown, 3: PL 2, 79B-80A.) 

Likewise, Canon 20 of the First Nicene Council  (325  ad)  prescribes:  “Forasmuch  as  there  are  

certain  persons  who kneel on the Lord’s Day and in the [fifty] days of Pentecost, there-fore, to the 

intent that all things may be uniformly observed everywhere (in every church), it seems good to the 

holy Synod that prayer be made to God standing.”    (Catechism of the UCC CHRIST – OUR PASCHA) 



                                                                                                                                            1st April, 2018 
 

7 
 

 

St. Basil Knights of Columbus 

“Spring Fling” Old Time Dance 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

St. Basil’s Auditorium  202,                           

Harcourt Street, Winnipeg, 

Cocktails: 7:00 p.m.            Dance: 8:00 p.m 

Tickets $17.50 each  Lunch 

Music by The Female Beat 

Harry Fediuk: 204-832-0265 

Martin Nechwediuk: 204-837-3079 

Andy Labay: 204-832-6905 

 

St. Basil Knights of Columbus 

April is here and spring has sprung and today is Easter Sunday and we are celebrating Christ’s 

Resurrection “Christ Has Risen”. We closed out March with a successful perogy supper. We have 

our regular business meeting Thursday April 5, 2018 starting with mass @ 6:45. Our “Spring 

Fling” Old Time Dance is set for April 14, 2018 featuring The Female Beat and hot lunch.  Anyone 

looking for an enjoyable evening with friends are encouraged to attend. Our next perogy supper is 

on Friday April 27, 2018, we will start the week with potato peeling @ 1:00 pm on Monday April 

23, 2018, and perogy making/pinching on Wednesday April 25th  @ 9:00 am.All are welcome to 

attend in the preparation during the week  and then enjoyment of our perogy’s on 

Friday.                                                           Respectfully submitted by Grand Knight Andrew Labay 

  

2018 Youth Winter Games 

Indoor Soccer:      Saturday, April 14th 

at the Seven Oaks Soccer Plex, 725 Kingsbury Ave. 
-Registration 2:30pm.    
-Soccer and snacks 3:00-5:00pm  
-Clean indoor runners required  

Windup:      Saturday April 28th at St 

Joseph’s Parish Hall, 250 Jefferson Ave. 
-Food, Music, Games and Awards 6:00-10:00pm 

Come and meet youth from parishes all 

across Winnipeg.  Admission is free. 

 

Thank you 

On behalf of the flower committee we extend our sincere thanks to Wojcik Funeral Chapel 

for donating the Centerpiece for our display table at our Spring Tea.  

A big thank you to Chapel Lawn Funeral Home for donating the beautiful flowers that were 

arranged and made our tables look elegant.  

Thank you to the flower committee – Pearl Groen, Linda Gardener, myself and everyone 

else that helped with the set-up for our Tea. 

Nellie Fediuk, flower convener 
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Catechism News 

Saturday, April 7th - classes will resume 

There are only 5 classes left until we celebrate 

the Grade 2 Solemn Holy Communion and 

Grade 8 Graduation.  Please make every effort 

to attend each week, as the teachers have a lot 

to pack into just a little time.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukrainian Park Camp 2018   -                          

A Camper’s Guide to the Galaxy 

Why go to camp?  Camp is an opportunity 

for children to grow and develop.  Camp 

keeps everyone busy and active during the 

hot (and sometimes rainy) summer days.  

Campers make new friends, try new 

activities, and spend endless hours 

unplugged outside.  The number one reason 

campers come back year after year?  It’s just 

plain fun!  Join us on the shores of Lake 

Winnipeg, north of Gimli.  Camper 

registration is due by May 31st.   

July 1-8: grades 6-10 (as of June 30th)                                       

$280.                                                                               

July 8-15: grades K-5 (as of June 30th)                                       

$280. 

Financial assistance for camp registration is 

available. Please speak to someone on Parish 

Council for more information. 

We Need YOU!  Volunteer Camp Counselors 

(honourarium), are needed July 1-15 with 

additional training dates.  Applications are 

due by April 30th.   

Are you in grade 9-12?  Counselors-In-

Training (CIT’s) are needed July 8-15.  

Applications are due by June 8th. 

For all application/registration forms, 

please visit www.archeparchy.ca (under 

Ministries) or see our parish bulletin 

board. 

 

St. Basil’s will continue to collect  

clothing in general for Winnipeggers in 

need, with the emphasis on men’s 

clothing and footwear.  Give with your 

heart, and let’s fill the donation box at 

the back of the church.                 

Many thanks. 

 
Projet Compassion Project                                                 

The Catholic Health Corporation of Manitoba’s 

Compassion Project invites you to explore its 

Spring 2018 Programming Guide available at 

www.chcm-ccsm.ca or call Suzanne at 204-258-

1053. All are welcome to attend! (a letter is at 

the back of the church). 

Church Cleaning                                                                      

Church Custodians for March are Allan & Wanda 

Prychitko. Please feel free to volunteer a few hours 

a week for one month of this 2018 year to enhance 

our church interior. Choose the month which will 

be convenient for you and your family. Book early 

to avoid disappointment. I hope I don’t have to 

wait too long for your call. 

 

http://www.archeparchy.ca/
http://www.chcm-ccsm.ca/

