SUNDAY DEC. 9th 2018

SAINT BASIL the GREAT

SUNDAY LITURGY
10:00 a.m. (Rosary at 9:30 am)

СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ ВЕЛИКОГО
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)

Парафія УГКЦ

11:00 am – 2:00 pm

202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB R3J 3H3
Parish Office: 204-837-4180
Parish Hall: 204-889-9057
Rev. Fr. Ihor Shved о. Ігор Швед Cell: 431-996-2343
Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com

2020, and what's next? - Head
of the UGCC to the coordinators of the
Vibrant Parish program
On December 3, 2018, this year's All-Church
meeting of the coordinators of the "Vibrant
Parish - a place to encounter the Living Christ"
http://news.ugcc.ua started in Lviv, at the Patriarchal House. The
event involves eparchial coordinators who are responsible for implementing the strategy of the UGCC.
"I wish that together we could see not only the past but also look
into the future. We are approaching 2019, which reminds me of
the events of 2009. Then, for the first time, our Church began to
think strategically, because we are aware that we serve in different countries, contexts. Obviously, our opportunities and resources are not too great, so we really need a joint, coordinated
pastoral plan at the level of our whole Church," said the Head of
the UGCC.
The Head of the UGCC asked not to forget that the laity constituted 99% of our Church. Many of them are already active in various
parts of the Church's ministry. Therefore, they should be attracted as much as possible, that is, to constantly find various mechanisms in order to "revive" the Church everywhere and at all levels.
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CONFESSIONS Before Divine Liturgies
BAPTISIMS By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance
WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:
parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:
bulletin@saintbasilwpg.ca

We warmly
welcome all of
our visitors! It’s
good to have
you with us!

Schedule
Time

Feast or Intention, requested by

9 December, Sunday

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all parishioners

10 December, Mon.

10:00 AM

For the soul of Joyce Hojlo offered Adeline Shymanski

11 December, Tues.

10:00 AM
7:00 PM

For the souls of John Kosa offered by Natalia and Rob
Hotel
Lectio Divina for adults

12 December, Wed.

10:00 AM

open

13 December, Thurs.

10:00 AM

14 December, Fri.

10.00 AM

For the souls of Rose, Ann, Edward, Tony & Rudy
Labay offered by Marusia Labay
open

15 December, Sat.

10:00 AM

open

16 December, Sunday 10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all parishioners followed by Christmas Pageant

The Conception of Saint Anna when she conceived
the Most Holy Mother of God
The Conception of the Theotokos in the Byzantine calendar is on
December 9th, so that it is not quite exactly 9 months prior to the
feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos on September 8th, signifying by that fact that her conception, though a wondrous event in
the history of salvation, was not perfect, not virginal. Many of
the icons that commemorate the event represent this fact by
showing Sts. Joachim and Ann embracing with a bed in the background (see the icon). The same is true of the Byzantine feast of
the Conception of the Forerunner, St. John the Baptist on September 23, which is 9 months minus one day before June 24 (the
Nativity of St. John), and which is also represented in iconography
by showing Sts. Elizabeth and Zacharias embracing.
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EPISTLE READERS:

God’s Blessings for your
Happiest Birthday

Dec. 9—Noelle Richardson
Dec. 16—Megan Morant

Dec. 11—Louise Arseny
Dec. 11—Noelle Richardson
Dec. 16—Margaret Coutts

USHERS & GREETERS
Dec. 9—Linda Gardner and Nick Labay
Dec. 16—John & Natalie Bereziak

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА!

Tatsa counters

GOD’S BLESSINGS FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF
LOVE & HAPPINESS HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

December- Tony Sklar, Lorraine Lysak and
Rose Olynyk

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА

DONATIONS – God bless you for supporting your parish. Sunday collection for
December 2, 2018 - was $

SANCTUARY LIGHT
burns eternally to indicate the presence of
the Holy Eucharist in the tabernacle.

Church Custodians

Dec. 9 to Dec. 15

December—John & Edna Bazarkewich

For God’s Blessings for Veronica Hotel
offerd by Rob & Natalia Hotel & Family

Dear Parishioners, your assistance is welcomed. Please call to pick your month to

The Sanctuary light has been reserved until
February 17th, 2019, contact the office for
future dates.

clean the church.. Thank you.
Sonia Wawryk - Church Cleaning Chair
204-831-0904

Dear new parishioners! Welcome to our parish!
If you need donation envelopes please come to the office after
divine liturgy, and you will given a set with a donation number,
and you can use it at tax time. God bless you.
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Christmas Schedule
Join us in celebrating the Glory of God
Dec. 16

10:00 am

Divine Liturgy followed by Children’s Christmas pageant with carols

Dec. 24

10:00 am

Great Holy Hour

Dec. 24

10:00 pm

God is with us Compliance followed by Christmas
Liturgy and Myrovania

Dec. 25

10:00 am

Christmas Day Liturgy followed by Myrovania

Dec. 26

10:00 am

Divine Liturgy for families to find comfort, peace
and tranquility in their lives

Dec. 27 to 29

10:00 am

Divine Liturgy

Dec. 30

10:00 am

Sunday Divine Liturgy

Dec. 31

10:00 am

Thanksgiving Divine Liturgy

Jan. 1, 2019

10:00 am

Divine Liturgy celectrating the Feast of St. Basil the
Great followed by luncheon

UCWLC News:

Glory be to Jesus Christ!

The Memorial Angels for Christmas are available for sale downstairs.
There is a box at the back of the church for food donations for “Welcome Home Mission” . Your donations are greatly appreciated and will be taken to the mission in December. Welcome Home ministers to families in the north end of the city who may have
very little give to their children.
There will not be a meeting held in December. Please note the following change for the
winter months. We will continue to have the UCWLC meeting on the second Wednesday
of the month but have changed the TIME ONLY of our meetings to 12 noon. Father Ihor
will have Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am and our meeting will follow at noon.
In Christ, Gwen Dankewich
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Prayer in Our Parishes and in Our Families
(last part of the letter, from Bishop Benedict)

We must admit that almost all of our church offerings are in the form of “buy and sell”:
we barter in candles, holy cards, rosaries, even in liturgy intentions. We are used to this,
but still, we must think of what we are doing. It is readily noted that in most of our parishes, only liturgical services that have a stipend-intention attached to them are regularly
celebrated, yet the faithful have the right to participate in services for which no stipendintentions have been attached.
Many people do not attend the Liturgy for the simple reason it is never suggested to
them to come. Liturgy times are often not placed on websites, bulletins or in announcements. Often, as I read recently on Facebook, we Ukrainian Catholics have a relationship with our liturgical services similar to the love/hate relationship of some couples. We
should admit to ourselves in all sincerity that we don’t have much love for the liturgical
services. Exceptions to this exist but are, unfortunately, rare.
The pastor of the church is obligated to pray for his parish and to give a personal example of prayer. The service of the priest constitutes part of his “working day”, and he, just
as working people in the world, is expected to follow a certain “workday discipline.” A
question we clerics should ask ourselves: “Do each of us, bishops, priests and deacons,
work a full 8-hour working day? Do we find ourselves often at the place of our
work?” By this, I mean the church, the place of personal and communal prayer. Seek
first the Kingdom of Heaven and its righteousness and everything else will be given!
In conclusion, I wish to propose to you a program for deepening our religious awareness
and encouraging people to a strengthening of their spiritual life. A result of the implementation of this program in our parishes can be the growth of a deeply faithful people
in union with God. To achieve this, we need to inform our people about the fundamental
aspects of the Christian faith, because, as we can see, they are not deeply rooted in
them. Unfortunately, our average parishioner is, for all intents and purposes, unchurched.
Knowledge and understanding of the Christian and spiritual life among our faithful is admittedly very weak. I am convinced that this is one of the main reasons contributing to
the distancing of our people from active participation in the life of the Church, its service
and activity. We are all aware that parents, because of their weak knowledge of the
Faith, have passed very little of it on to their children. As sad as it is to admit, many families exist in religious/spiritual and moral/ethical darkness. Precisely because of this, we
see many cases of spiritual/emotional breakdown and a dimming of the moral conscience in our families today. Flowing out of this we also see the rise of conflicts in the
family, disagreements, divorce and other unfortunate situations. The Lord is the sole
Source of Good in the world and in the family. When a person abides in unity with God,
then God helps to solve all problems and leads the person to salvation and life in God.
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From the above, we realize the need for raising the level of awareness of God, the actions of God and the Church, among our people. We must give our people an understanding of the essence of the Church and teach them to become active participants
and members. This we must achieve through a systematic teaching about God, about
the person of Christ, the Church and her teachings, the Holy Mysteries, living the Faith,
etc. This will give our faithful the opportunity of raising the level of their knowledge of
religious and spiritual life and deepening their experience of it in prayer. I must emphasize that this should be done not in a dry or formal manner, but rather through a lively,
spiritual catechization. From the outset, I stress that we are dealing here with the teaching of adults, not children.
For this to be
achieved I propose that in all parishes the pastor/administrator, without fail, gather his
faithful together on a weekly basis, other than a Sunday or a Holy Day, during which all
would pray and then share their personal prayer experiences to gain fresh insights
about prayer. They could also read and meditate upon a liturgical text. It would also be
beneficial to read a portion of the Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church (Christ,
Our Pascha, Part 2), as well as the Catechism of the Catholic Church (Part 2), on prayer. Other resources could be used as well, for example, video materials on the Liturgical Year and others from the blog of the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission: http://plcugcc.blogspot.com.es.
 I advise priests to organize weekly meetings of the faithful in their parishes for the
study of the Christian faith, which would consist of a reading of the Bible, the Catechism of the UGCC and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. I feel that if priests are
supportive of this initiative, these types of gatherings would begin to bring forth obvious
fruit within a year or two, and a positive stimulation to all aspects of parish life.
 I call our Christian families to the practice of morning and evening prayer. I especially encourage you to gather in your homes in prayer as a family each evening at 9:00
pm. The prayer could be for the needs of the family, the parish, the eparchy, for our entire Church, for peace in Ukraine and in the United States, for vocations to the religious
life or for other intentions.
 I ask priests to frequently remind the faithful of the importance of personal prayer,
especially the importance of prayer in daily life, and the benefits of cultivating a personal prayer regime at the very least the practice of morning and evening prayer, prayer
before meals, and prayer before important life events. It is important also for family
members to pray together at least once a day. This could be a family prayer at any time
but perhaps best at the end of the day at 9:00 pm.
 I call upon priests to organize and prepare the parishioners for a 10 – 15 minute
reading every Sunday in church immediately before the Divine Liturgy from the Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church (Christ, Our Pascha: Part 2) and the Catechism
of the Catholic Church (Part 2). Each priest could determine the optimal way of doing
this: either before or following the liturgy. 6

 I ask priests to apply maximum effort in organizing the liturgical services in such a
way as to ensure as many faithful as possible take an active part in them. It is necessary to develop a liturgical catechism and to continually explain the meaning and depth
of the liturgical texts to the faithful.
 I propose to priests that excerpts from the Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church (Part 2) and the Catechism of the Catholic Church (Part 2) be included on parish websites, newspapers and bulletins throughout 2018-2019.
 I remind priests of their obligation to pray for their parish and to set a personal example for the parishioners of a life of prayer. Priestly service is a part of their “working
day” during which they, as the faithful do in their daily work, adhere to rules and workplace discipline. Each priest in his daily personal examination of conscience must ask
himself how closely he conforms to this. Are we often present in our place of work that
is, in our parish church, doing our priestly work, that is, practising personal and communal prayer?
 I ask priests and parishioners to focus not only on those who regularly attend
church services but also on those who, for whatever reason, do not attend church. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we must constantly meditate upon what we must do to bring
those who have fallen away back to God, as well as those who have never in their lives
heard about the Good News of Jesus Christ or who have never entered a church. What
can we do, so that our common prayer and our liturgical services would interest them?
 Priests should constantly inquire of their parishioners regarding the reasons why
members of their family, friends and acquaintances do not attend church services. Encourage them to think about the reasons for this situation, in hopes of understanding
their problems, and their reluctance in attending liturgical services.
All of us, priests and faithful alike, are obligated to make a special effort in ensuring that
personal and liturgical prayer has priority in the life of every parishioner. We must discover the authentic, central place of liturgical services in the life of the Church and
teach everyone that personal and liturgical prayer can truly touch the heart so that each
would realize that he or she is a temple of God. Therefore, let us help everyone, and
ourselves as well, in realizing a reform of heart. Reform requires, first of all, a personal
conversion; not merely a change of rubrics but a change of mentality in everyone from
the bishop down to the smallest child. Let us always find the time for prayer and meditation upon the Word of God in self-sacrificing service to each other and trust in God!
May the blessing of the Lord be upon you!

BENEDICT
Bishop of Saint Nicholas Eparchy
October 10, 2018
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KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS
Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast to-day after Divine Liturgy, come on down for a hearty breakfast, leave yourself more time to complete your Christmas shopping, and at
the same time assist the Knights, with their
charitable endeavors, This will be the last
pancake breakfast till next year.
Submitted by John Bazarkewich Saint Basil Council Grand Knight

From the“PYLYPIVKA (ADVENT) PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.”
True God from true God, begotten, not made descends from heaven to us, in order to
be with us in our mundane earthy life often filled with difficulties. The Lord comes because He
dearly loves us and desires to make the first step toward reconciliation and lift up our human
nature broken and damaged by sin. Thus, the Nativity Fast is not a mere expectation or an
effort to recall the important historical event of Christ’s birth that occurred more than 2000
years ago, but primarily, it is a time of our soul’s preparation for the encounter with the incarnated Christ. How should we prepare ourselves for this salvific event of Christ’s Nativity?
The secular world proposes its own version of such preparation by using festal illumination of our streets, bright and ornamented windows of our shops and richly decorated evergreen trees. The entertainment industry employs various sales tactics which entice us to make
more purchases. While in the whirl of preparatory activities, we might forget to prepare ourselves to meet with the newly born child, who is God eternal. It is important to know that the
festive atmosphere would only be filled with adequate internal meaning when we repent and
open our hearts in order to make it ready for the Birth of Christ.
Our liturgical texts pertaining to the Nativity Fast period often proclaim: “Bethlehem,
Get Ready” or “the Cave of the Nativity Be Ready,” although, in reality, poor Bethlehem and
the meager cave is our destitute human existence which is in need of God’s nurturing. The
Lord did not enter this world in the royal palace, thus, if we want God to live with us and be
born in us, we have to cast aside any kind of pride and luxury of self-indulgence and chose a
path of humility and quiet joy from the fact that “God is with us.” Therefore, if we would like
to prepare “a modest cave in our soul” for the birth of the child Jesus, then it would be imperative to get rid of the imaginary illusion of our self-worth and gladly accept the modest circumstances of our present lives as given to us by God for our benefit and salvation.
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